
“A chief delight is its rollicking unpredictably, a total uncertainty 
over where the story will careen and what will be laughable next. ” 

—THE COMICS JOURNAL

“There’s no better place to have fun than in the Land of Nod.”
 EVAN DORKIN, CREATOR OF MILK & CHEESE

A weirdo, stream-of-consciousness comic about hard times, created 
by a recovering drug-addled punk, with all the disaffected Gen X 
sarcasm you would expect from an irreverent 1990s underground 
Zine. If there’s a meaning, it’s that there is no meaning.

This treasure trove collects the entire Land of Nod Saga, Badman, 
Coxwell the Badly Drawn Ghost, The Sinister Horde (not in print 
since the 1990s), and an extensive gallery of rare and unpublished 
extras with behind-the-scenes material.  

JAY STEPHENS is a Canadian cartoonist and illustrator 
currently living in Guelph, Ontario. He is best known as 
the creator of Discovery Kids’s animated television series 
Tutenstein, Cartoon Network’s The Secret Saturdays, 
and the Jetcat animated shorts for 
Nickelodeon’s anthology series, 
KaBlam!
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This collection reprints work from the 1990s as originally drawn, but presented here in 
a new full-colour format. The content of this collection reflects the cultural attitudes and 
humour of the 1990s that may be offensive or insensitive by contemporary standards. This 
is not an endorsement of those views, but a preservation of the work as it was created.

Some material originally published in black and white in Sin 1–5 (Tragedy Strikes Press, 
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Oni Press, 2001), and Sin Comics 1, 2 (Black Eye Productions, Dec. 1993, March 1994).
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Revisiting this work was... challenging. I was a very different person 35 
years ago. The world was a very different place. Reacquainting myself 
with The Land of Nod often felt like editing the comics of a total stranger 
whose memories you bizarrely find yourself sharing on occasion.

The vista of years has given me a new perspective on these early efforts. 
I always thought of these comics as irreverent and, well, kind of irrele-
vant. When I started making them, it was a careeningly casual and free-
wheeling process... no mindful purpose or serious consideration given. A 
stream of consciousness mash-up of snotty takes on the old comic books 
I’d grown up with crossed with some post-pubescent observations on the 
then-current state of ‘mainstream’ superhero comics and the rise of trendy 
autobiographical indie comics.

When I realized people out there were actually reading the stuff, I gradu-
ally began to take the act of making comics more seriously without taking 
myself too seriously. You can see for yourself how the art and storytelling 
here improve over a four year span. I quit my band and dropped out of art 
school to make a real go at it.

And that’s what I see now. A document of myself at that time... a young 
person on the threshold between the comic book reading joys of youth 
and the comic book making responsibilities of adulthood. The Badman bits 
are a misleading bluff. Dave’s journey in The Land of Nod is my journey. 

I believed at the time that I was poking fun at autobiography, and attempt-
ing to reintroduce some cartoonish whimsy into alternative comic books, 
but I was letting my id onto the page and it revealed the truth behind my 
back. All art is autobiography to some extent. And for better or worse, this 
is who I was at the time.

Thanks for indulging him.

Jay Stephens, July 2026
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“A chief delight is its rollicking unpredictably, a total uncertainty 
over where the story will careen and what will be laughable next. ” 

—THE COMICS JOURNAL

“There’s no better place to have fun than in the Land of Nod.”
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A weirdo, stream-of-consciousness comic about hard times, created 
by a recovering drug-addled punk, with all the disaffected Gen X 
sarcasm you would expect from an irreverent 1990s underground 
Zine. If there’s a meaning, it’s that there is no meaning.

This treasure trove collects the entire Land of Nod Saga, Badman, 
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since the 1990s), and an extensive gallery of rare and unpublished 
extras with behind-the-scenes material.  
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